What’s Going On?

Group____________________________

For each situation depicted below, do the following:

a. Determine whether it involves classical or operant conditioning.

b. If it involves classical conditioning, identify the unconditioned stimulus (UCS), the unconditioned response (UCR), and the conditioned stimulus (CS) and conditioned response (CR).

c. If it involves operant conditioning, identify the behavior being reinforced, the reinforcer, and (if applicable) the antecedent stimulus.

	Situation
	Analysis

	1. Four boys have formed a rock band, and they often perform at talent shows and school dances. Although they don’t make enough money to cover their expenses, they enjoy playing whenever they can. The also enjoy the extra attention they get from their classmates.


	

	2. Bree once came down with a stomach flu shortly after she ate pizza for lunch in the school cafeteria. Now she refuses to go to the cafeteria whenever pizza is being served, saying that the very smell of it makes her feel sick to her stomach.


	

	3. Melanie and Nancy don’t like Sonja, and they taunt and tease her at every opportunity just to make her cry.


	

	4. In his mathematics class, Manuel is studying certain concepts on the computer. The computer frequently asks him questions and tells hem when his answers are correct.


	

	5. Marianne’s father used to punish her severely for each low grade she brought home. Even though Marianne no longer lives with her father, she still cries whenever she gets a low grade.

6. Five-year-old Alan is an easygoing boy who seldom cries or shows fear of the things around him. One day a large stray dog wanders into Alan’s front yard. Alan is delighted to see the dog but reaches out too quickly to pet the dog’s head. The dog is caught by surprise and bites Alan’s hand sharply in self-defense. The following day, as Alan is running home from school, the same dog gives Alan a painful nip on the heel. After two episodes in which the same dog is associated with pain, Alan is dog-phobic: Whenever he sees the dog, he cries hysterically and runs away as quickly as possible. But Alan’s fear is not limited to the stray dog. He seems equally afraid of his aunt’s Irish setter, the next-door neighbor’s German Shepard, and the French poodle that lives down the street—dogs that have never bitten him.
	


