Paragraphs are Like Oreos

Summary:

The student will learn the parts of a paragraph through the analogy of an Oreo cookie.

Primary Core Objective:

Language Arts – 1st Grade 4010-07
Materials:

· Copy of the advance organizer 

· PowerPoint presentation with Oreo graphics

· Oreo cookie books for children to write in

· Oreo cookies (optional)

Intended Learning Outcomes:

The student will learn the parts of a paragraph and will practice organizing the parts of a paragraph using a simple concept map.

Instructional Procedures:

Show the graphic organizer. Explain that the students already know all about words and sentences and that the next step is to learn how to write a paragraph. Show the PowerPoint presentation to guide you through the discussion. Show the example of a word, then the example of a sentence, then remind them that the next step is a paragraph. 

Suggest that paragraphs are like Oreo cookies. Have students identify the parts of an Oreo cookie. Ask what the cookie would be like if it were missing one of those parts. Suggest that a paragraph also has parts, just like an Oreo. Show the diagram of the Oreo cookie. The top cookie is like the topic sentence of the paragraph. The cream filling is like the supporting details you put in a paragraph to make it interesting. The bottom cookie makes the Oreo complete and is like the closing sentence of the paragraph. Just like an Oreo cookie, if any of these parts were missing, the paragraph would not be as good.

Show the example topic sentence, “I like Oreo cookies.” Ask them what you think the paragraph will be about. Discuss the purpose of a topic sentence. Show the concept map of supporting details. Explain that you used the map to brainstorm some different things that you like about Oreo cookies. Help them to see that the supporting details are creative and interesting. Then show the closing sentence. Ask them what they think the purpose of the closing sentence is.

Next, show them the complete paragraph. Have them identify the topic sentence, supporting details, and closing sentence. Then read them an example of a very good paragraph and ask them to identify the topic sentence, supporting details, and closing sentence. Ask them if the paragraph would be as interesting if you took part of it out.

The next step is to let them write their own paragraphs about Oreo cookies. Pass out the Oreo cookie books (black construction paper covers with three or four pieces of notebook paper inside). Have them write a topic sentence on the first page. Ask some people to share and have the class guess what their paragraphs will be about. Then have them create a concept map of supporting ideas on the second page. Alternatively, you could have them create the concept map in Kidspiration. Next, have them write a closing sentence on the third page of the book. Finally, have them write their complete paragraphs on the last page of the book. Invite some students to share their paragraphs.

Extensions:

Allow advanced students to choose their own topics to write about. They may want to write theirs on their favorite animal and do some research on the Internet. 

Assessment Plan:

Collect the cookie books after the activity to assess students’ understanding of the parts of a paragraph. 
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