Do We All Look Alike?

Adapted from the following lesson plans:

 http://jeffcoweb.jeffco.k12.co.us/passport/lessonplan/lessons/alike.html
http://jeffcoweb.jeffco.k12.co.us/passport/lessonplan/lessons/belong.html
Summary:

The student will show appreciation for the uniqueness of individuals through analogy, games, and discussion.

Primary Core Objective:

Content – 2nd Grade 8002-02
Materials:

Oranges – 1 per group of 3-4 students

Black light

1 Yellow fluorescent highlighter

Paper and pencils

Book, Crow Boy, by Taro Yashima

Paper plates – 1 per student

Crayons

Inspiration software (optional)

Intended Learning Outcomes:

Students will gain an understanding that all people are unique, no matter how similar they may appear. They will learn the importance of respecting and understanding others. Students will develop an awareness that everyone has the need to feel included and accepted.

Instructional Procedure:

Before class, use a fluorescent highlighter to mark each orange with a number (it will be invisible). Begin with the number 1 and keep going until you have marked enough oranges for each group of 3-4 student to have one. Place the oranges in a stack at the front of the room.

Ask the students about the oranges – Do they all look alike? Allow a member of each group to select one orange. Have them take turns holding the orange under the black light to identify the number on the orange they have selected. Give each group five minutes to write as many characteristics as possible to describe their orange. Have everyone return his or her orange to the pile at the front. Mix up the oranges. Have students find the same orange that they described. How are the oranges the same, different? How are people the same, different? 

After students have identified their orange, they list characteristics that describe themselves. Use the list of student characteristics to play a guessing game. Ask questions such as: Although all oranges look the same, they were all different. How is this like people in our class? What other qualities do people have besides physical characteristics that make us unique?

Optional: Invite a student or member of the community who comes from different culture to come and meet the class. This person should be open to questions. Allow students to ask questions about how the person talks, dresses, etc. Encourage questions about the person’s culture to expand students’ understanding that we are all different.

Read the story, Crow Boy, by Taro Yashima. Ask questions throughout the story such as: Why did the children treat Chibi this way? How do you think it made him feel? You can also use reciprocal teaching by having students read and ask questions about what they are reading.

Have students form groups to brainstorm ways that they can help others feel included, even if they are different. Inspiration software may be used to facilitate this activity. Hold a class discussion about some of the ideas the students came up with.

Recognize that sometimes it would be nice to look or act differently than we usually do. The Japanese create Noh masks for theatrical purposes. Allow students to draw masks on the paper plates. Have all of the students stand up and show each other their masks.

Extensions:
Accelerated learners may take turns reading the story. You may also find other stories about cultural or other differences. Students could be asked to implement some of the strategies they came up with in their groups and report to the class. Students can also write a letter to Chibi telling him some of the strategies they came up with for including others.

You may also choose to have students learn more about their own cultures and have a culture day with presentations, food, etc.

Assessment Plan:

Most of the assessment in this lesson is informal through observations and discussions. However, you could assess the group brainstorming sheets and the optional letter to Chibi to integrate the lesson into the language arts curriculum. The optional presentation on the students’ own cultures may also be assessed.
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