Recognizing a Student’s Zone of Proximal Development

Which of the following student are working within their zone of proximal development? Mark a Y or an N next to each scenario. Be prepared to defend your position.

_____
1. An elementary physical education teacher is teaching her second graders the basics of soccer. She describes the different positions that team members might play and explains the specific roles that players in each position have. She breaks the class into two teams of eleven players each and assigns each student a specific position on the field. Yet once the ball is in motion, everyone on the field immediately flocks to it, resulting in a game of “magnet” ball.

_____
2. Selena is learning how to play the trumpet. She still has trouble with some of the high notes but does better when her teacher reminds her what she needs to do.

_____
3. When Mr. Marino asks his fifth graders to write a short story, they seem to be at a loss for ideas. But when he suggests that they write a “Just So” story explaining why the elephant has such a big trunk or why the giraffe has such a long neck, they are each able to write a story with a main character, plot, conflict, and resolution.

_____
4. Julian can locate virtually any place on the globe if he knows its latitude and longitude.

_____
5. An art teacher demonstrates how to paint with watercolors and then walks around the room to watch his students work. He offers guidance when he sees someone having trouble creating new colors or keeping different colors from running together on the paper.

_____
6. Regina is quite adept at simple algebra problems. While her classmates are solving for x on paper, she arrives at the correct answer in her head.

_____
7. A fourth-grade teacher asks his students to read an article in a recent issue of Time magazine. He describes the main point of the article before his students begin reading it, and he gives them several questions that they should try to answer as they read. Even so, his students are unable to understand what they are reading.

_____
8. In her unit on genetics, a high school science teacher has students working with fruit flies. Because the students are initially confused about what they are supposed to do, she writes specific instructions on the chalkboard and then circulates around the room to assist students who are having trouble identifying males and females correctly.

